An inventory of 1646 species of pyralids so far recorded from India is presented indicating the year of publication and the current nomenclatural combination. A key adapted from literature is also given for separation of subfamilies.
Due to discovery of new species and also due to refinements in the taxonomic techniques, considerable changes have taken place in the taxonomic status of various categories of the Indian Pyralidae since publication of Sir George Hampson's Fauna volume in 1896 in the 'Fauna of British India' series. As a result, the nomenclature of a number of species had undergone changes, some times on several occasions and unaware of these changes, entomologists have been using different names for the same species. For example, the common rice borer, Scirpophaga incertulas (Walker) is also known under the names Tryporiza incertulas and Schoeobius incertulas. Many species originally described under the genus Glyphodes are currently referable under several genera such as Parotis, Palpita, Stemorrhages, Arthroschista etc. Also, no attempt has been made to compile the species so far recorded from India. In addition to the above, a number of species have been published which lie scattered in the literature. A complete taxonomic revision of the family would have been most appropriate but considering the large number of included species and the tremendous task involved, this is not going to be materialised in the immediate future. Until such a revision is made, availability of a list of species occurring in the Indian region will be quite useful for checking the occurrence and nomenclature of species that have been reported from this region.
This check list has been prepared by reference to literature (Arora, 2000; Bleszynski, 1951 Bleszynski, , 1953 Bleszynski, , 1961 Bleszynski, , 1962 Bleszynski, , 1970 Butler, 1879; Denis & Schiffermuller, 1775; Guenee, 1854; Hampson, 1896 Hampson, , 1898 Hampson, , 1899a Hampson, ,b,c, 1903 Hampson, , 1906 Hampson, , 1908 Hampson, , 1910 Hampson, , 1912a Hampson, ,b,c,d,e,f,g,h, 1913a Hampson, ,b,c, 1917a Hampson, ,b,c,d,e, 1930 Mathew & Menon, 1984 , 1985 , 1986 , 1987 , 1988 Moore, 1865 Moore, , 1867 Moore, , 1879 Moore, , 1879 Moore, -88, 1882 Munroe & Mutuura, 1970 , Munoroe, 1972 , Munroe & Solis, 1999 Roesler, 1969; Rose, 1981; Rose & Singh, 1989 , 1992 Snellen, 1882 Snellen, , 1890 Swinhoe, 1884 Swinhoe, , 1885 Swinhoe, , 1889a Swinhoe, ,b, 1892 Swinhoe, , 1894 Swinhoe, , 1900 Swinhoe, , 1906 Swinhoe, -1907 Swinhoe, , 1916 and Whalley, 1971) . In addition to these, material as well as notes contained on card indexes available in the Natural History Museum, London maintained by the Museum. Full treatment of synonymies and references to nomenclature changes have not been included although the year of publication of the taxa and the current nomenclature combination has been given. Altogether, 1646 species (against 1136 species reported in the Fauna of British India) is given. While every attempt has been made to cover as many species as possible, it is possible that some names could have been left out due to oversight. It is hoped that the present list may serve as a draft for immediate reference until a detailed revision on this group is prepared.
The classification followed in this work is the one proposed by Munroe (1972) for the Pyralidae of America north of Mexico. Munroe and Solis (1999) have also given a detailed taxonomic treatment of this group. A key adapted from the above work is presented here for the separation of various subfamilies.
5.
Vein R2 of fore wing usually stalked or at least closely apposed to and with R3+4; labial palpus usually upturned and with basal segment relatively long; wings mostly with a conspicuous pattern of transverse bands on a pale ground . 
